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men of a later generation from placing their lives and fortunes in the
hands of a Napoleon III; and, after having pandered to his subjects'
still impenitently militaristic taste by leading them successively into a
Roman adventure in A.D. 1849, a Russian adventure in A.D. 1854-6, an
Austrian adventure in A.D. 1859, and a Mexican adventure inA.D. 1862-7,
this second-rate practitioner of a dangerous trade had committed his
country in A.D. 1870 to a Prussian adventure in which the agonies of the
Hundred Years War had been concentrated within a Time-span of seven
months. This terrible retribution upon France for a militarism to which
her Government had been addicted since A.D. 1494, and her people since
A.D. 1792, had been so shattering a psychological experience that French
souls had never afterwards fully recovered from it.

Though in A.D. 1914 a conscript French national army had patriotically
flown to arms to stem a fresh German invasion, and though for four
years thereafter the French people had heroically endured casualties of
a severity that was crushing for a country in which the population had
ceased to increase, besides being grievous for millions of bereaved
families, the French had emerged in A.D. 1918 from this deadly struggle
for existence with a sharpened consciousness of having been caught by
the malice or nemesis of History in a strategico-political position that
was so perilously exposed that, sooner or later, it must prove untenable.
History had condemned France in a post-Modern Age to have for her
next-door neighbour a German national state that was at least as
aggressive-minded as France had ever been at her worst, and that was
now far more than a match for France in industrial war-potential, as well
as in man-power. On the nth November, 1918, the French had been
aware that they would never have emerged on the winning side from a
war with the Germany of that day if the combined strength of all the
English-speaking peoples had not also been thrown into the anti-German
scale; and from that moment onwards France's English-speaking allies
and associates had started perversely to do their worst to break French
hearts by serving public notice on France that she could not depend
upon their being willing to come to her rescue again if the German peril
were once more to loom up. In these cruelly unpropitious circumstances
the French had entered an inter-war breathing-space in a mood of dis-
illusionment and discouragement that had been registered in action
eventually in France's collapse and capitulation in June 1940; and the
ensuing passage of French history had been big with the future of the
Western World as a whole.

The Vichyssois temper and regime had given a practical demonstration
of a psychological process through which Nationalism, when carried to
an extreme, could box the compass by turning into an equally extreme
renunciation of a traditional will to maintain and assert a parochial
sovereign independence. Frenchmen, responsible at the time for the
government of their country, who, on the i6th June, 1940, had rejected
with indignation Churchill's eleventh-hour offer of a voluntary political
union on equal terms between a then all-but-conquered France and a
then still unconquered United Kingdom, on the ground that this British
offer was an insidious move to consummate the sacrifice of France for